GOA UNIVERSITY
Shenoi Goembab Scheol of Languages and Literature

Report on
Two-Day National Symposium on the Life and Works of Dr. Manohar Rai Sardessai

In commemoration of the Birth Centennial year of Dr. Manohar Rai Sardessai, a two-day

national symposium titled ‘Life and Works of Dr. Manohar Rai Sardessai’ took place on 13
and 14 March 2024 at Goa University.

The symposium aimed to critically discuss the genius of Dr. Sardessai's works and celebrate
his contribution to Goan society. With 30 faculty members, 124 students and 17 external guests,

a total of 171 participants registered for the event, including Dr. Manohar Rai Sardessai's
family members and well-wishers.

The symposium commenced with an inaugural ceremony on 13 March 2024, graced by the
presence of Honorable Vice Chancellor of Goa University, Senior Prof. Harilal B. Menon. The
Chief Guest, Prof. Vijayalakshmi Rao, delivered a compelling address highlighting Dr.
Manohar Rai Sardessai's significant contributions to French literature in India. The Keynote
speaker, Mr. Shailendra Mehta, Dean of Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and Literature,
and the Symposium's Convenor, Prof. Anuradha Wagle, were present on the dais, alongside
the Co-Convenors, Dr. Hanumant Chopdekar and Mr. Anthony Gomes.

Following the inaugural session, Mr. Shailendra Mehta delivered the Keynote Address,
elucidating key lessons gleaned from Dr. Sardessai's life experiences.

The first symposium session, ‘Dr. Manohar Rai Sardessai and French’, featured paper
presentations by Dr. Edith Noronha Melo Furtado and Prof. Anuradha Wagle, chaired by Dr.
Frederick Noronha.

Subsequently, ‘Mogachi Yaad’, a session dedicated to verbal homage to the poet, featured
panelists Ms. Maya Sardessai, Dr. Shakuntala Bharne, and Mrs. Sarojini Antao e Sousa. They
spoke about their association with Dr. Sardessai in various capacities and highlighted their key
learnings from him as a father, poet, professor, and a man.

A Roundtable Discussion followed, chaired by Mr. Sandesh Prabhudesai. Panelists Mr. Abhay
Sardesai, Prof. Shashikant Sardesai, and Fr. Joaquim Loiola Pereira engaged in discourse on
‘Dr. Manohar Rai Sardessai: Echoes of Wisdom’. This event featured a melange of Dr.
Sardessai's wisdom reflected through their professional, personal, and social interactions with
Dr. Sardessai. The panelists narrated personal anecdotes featuring Dr. Sardessai to support their
views and opinions.

The first day concluded with a screening of a documentary on Dr. Manohar Rai Sardessai
directed by Mr. Sudesh S. Lotlikar, sourced from the Archives of Sahitya Akademi. ’



The sgcond day commenced with a session titled ‘Dr. Manohar Rai Sardessai and Konkani’,
featuring presentations in Konkani by Mr. Umesh Sardessai, Dr. Purnanand Chari, and Mr.
Gorak Sirsat, chaired by Mr. Vasant Bhagwant Sawant.

A multilit}gual poetry recitation/reading session ensued, with teachers from various disciplines
of Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and Literature, along with guests, reading Dr.
Sardessai's poems in Konkani, French, Marathi, Portuguese, English, and Hindi.

This was followed by the ‘Poetry Visualization’ contest, where Goa University students
portrayed Dr. Sardessai's poems through various artistic mediums. Ms. Alpha Ramteke secured
the first place, with Ms. Rosell D'Souza and Ms. Vrutha Karmali winning second and third
place respectively. The event was judged by Mrs. Preeta Sardessai, Mr. Abhay Sardesai, and
Ms. Shusha Oliveira.

The Valedictory function, attended by Adv. Uday Bhembre as Chief Guest, featured reflections
on Dr. Sardessai's life and personality. Prof. Anuradha Wagle, Dean and Convenor of the
symposium, along with Co-Convenors Dr. Hanumant Chopdekar and Mr. Anthony Gomes,
were also present.

The national two-day symposium culminated with a concert titled ‘Manohar Geetam’,
showcasing songs
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